
October 30, 2018 

 

Dear AIA Board,  

 

I would like to take this moment to thank the AIA Shanghai Chapter for this opportunity and to 

acknowledge my interest in the role of Vice President. I am a licensed Architect in the state of California, 

a member of the AIA since 2005, currently involved with the Executive Committee and Chair for the 

2018 innaugural Awards Program.   

 

As a passionate creative and business leader, I have always believed in what world of Architecture has 

to offer to the diverse communities and cities around the world that we as Architects are fortunate 

enough to engage with. China is a unique region as we all know; economic pressures and policy changes 

affect our livelihood and challenge our Profession collectively. My dedication to the development and 

promotion of our professional viability is the primary reason I decided to relocate to China more than 

11 years ago. We are currently witnessing new trends in commercial development including urban 

regeneration and downtown adaptive re-use concepts focused on revitalizing existing urban cores; 

evolving into experiential, vibrant, and unique lifestyle districts. AIA is poised to be on the forefront of 

taking charge and introducing international precedents of how inspired design affects people’s lives at 

the local levels. We are expanding our professional presence in China and beginning to make inroads 

with the Chinese Architectural communities.  

 

Motivated as an industry leader and with two years of EXCO participation under my belt, I feel the timing 

is right for me to take the next logical step as Vice President. I plan to further my involvement and help 

propel the organizations initiatives under Silas Chiow’s vision as upcoming President, to continue the 

momentum built under current President Alton Chow and past Presidents Chris Chan and Greg Yager’s 

leadership framework. If elected, I am fully prepared and committed to the time requirements of the 

supporting role as Vice President as well as the primary leadership the following year as President.  

 

As a Director with Gensler, I have full support from the firm to embed myself in the role of Vice President 

of the AIA Shanghai Chapter 2019 term and to create additional visibility for the community. 

 

I would be honored to be considered for this role and feel confident in my abilities to add value, energy 

and professionalism.  

 

Professionally, 

 

 

Todd E. Pilgreen AIA LEED AP BD+C  

 

Gensler  

Studio Director 

3F, One Museum Place 

No.655, Xinzha Road, 

Jing’an District 

Shanghai 200000 

PRC 


