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Dear AIA Shanghai Member, 

I LOVE being an Architect!  No other profession enables one to tackle such complex problems and develop 

beautiful solutions with broad impact.  I had a recent opportunity to talk with Bill Bates, the incoming AIA national 

President, about Architecture, politics, and the economy.  When I asked him how he sees our profession evolving, 

his response was absolute. “Architects have to save the word!”.  I believe that!  We make decisions that must 

respect history, advance current culture, and accommodate the unknowns of the future.  What we do has to 

improve the world and make people’s daily lives better!   

I’m disappointed when occasionally I hear an Architect discourage a young person from pursuing Architecture as a 

career because “Architects work too hard”, or “don’t make enough money”, or “licensure is difficult”.  These things 

can be true for other professions too.  Rather than dwell on sore points, we should work to improve our 

profession and embrace the enormous possibilities of Architecture to make the world better.  We should 

encourage future talent to choose Architecture as their sword to save the world and shape a better future. 

AIA Shanghai is the right organization to do this!  During my past 4 years on the exco, and 2 terms as Treasurer, I’ve 

been a part of an amazing leadership team that has built a relevant and engaging platform for Architects in China.  

As I look ahead to what’s next for the chapter, we should focus on improving the Architectural profession in China 

to foster ongoing advancements in Architectural design.  We can approach this from 2 directions: 

Better Architects → Better Profession ← Better Clients 

Better Architects:  Architect training has 4-steps: education, internship, licensure, and practice.  Very often though 

because of our fast pace, internship and licensure are pushed aside, and practice is reduced to production.  This is 

not a path forward if we hope for the profession to thrive and improve.  AIA Shanghai should take an active role in 

coordinating/developing 

• Relevant, balanced training programs and content 

• License preparation workshops for US and Chinese candidates 

• Intern and mentorship programs 

• Knowledge sharing between large firm, small firm and freelance practitioners. 

Better Clients:   Architects alone don’t make great Architecture.  We need great Clients!  In 8 years of practice in 

China I’ve seen many improvements in the way clients engage with Architects.  I also see that clients want to be 

recognized for their great work, just as we do.  The AIA Shanghai should take an active role to: 

• Recognize outstanding clients for their creative vision, exemplary professionalism, social and 

environmental entrepreneurialism. 

• Engage clients in our training programs to improve understanding among all parties about the impacts of 

good design on the business success of our Clients. 

Better Profession → Better Architecture:   Great design is in the heart of all Architects, and it is the charge of the 

AIA Shanghai to ensure that the professional platform is in top shape to support this.  It would be my great 

privilege to serve as your 2019 VP/ President-elect and 2020 President.  Let’s save the world with great 

Architecture!  Many thanks for your consideration! 

Sincerest regards, 

Jason 

 


